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Site: ROCR Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Rock Creek Park is a green oasis in the heart of the nation's capital. The park
cont ai ns approxi mately 3,100 acres of valuable plant and wildlife habitat, providing
protection for a variety of native species The park's forests and open spaces hel p
define the character of the nation's capital. H storic structures and cultura

| andscapes provide a glinpse of what the nation's capital was like in the 18th, 19th
and early 20th centuries. Over the past two decades, visitation to the park has al npst
doubl ed, with the park hosting nearly 10 million visitors annually.

The park's major |andscape feature is the picturesque Rock Creek. A creek with clean
clear water is our goal. Stormwater runoff, conbined sewer overflows, and di scharges
from ot her sources are prine contributors to the creek's poor water quality. W will
continue to work with and inprove coordination with other agencies to reduce the

i npacts on park water and | and.

A healthy forest requires conditions that allow the park to sustain native plant
species. This nmeans the elimination and/or control of invasive, exotic plants. W
wi Il continue our invasive plant control program supplenmenting staff with an

i ncreasi ng nunber of trained vol unteers.

Rock Creek Park's forests are home to a variety of wildlife. Qur goal is to protect
the park's wildlife by ensuring that native plant and animal species function in as
natural a condition as possible.

Preserving the park's historic and cultural resources and keeping themin superior
condition, is our aim The continuing restoration/rehabilitation of Peirce MII,
Meridian Hill Park, the O d Stone House, Dumbarton Oaks Park, Mntrose Park, the Carter
Barron Anphitheatre and all of the park's historic features such as bridges, trails and
roads is what we are working to achieve. Enployee and visitor safety continues to be
par anount .

Wth the near-conpletion of a 4-year archeol ogi cal study which surveyed and inventoried
archeol ogi cal sites in the park, our goal is nowto use the findings of the study to
devel op new interpretive materials and programs so that the public understands and
appreci ates the richness and diversity of Rock Creek Park

The Fort Circle Parks systemis a primary focus for the park. Using the Fort Circle
Par ks Managenment Plan as gui dance, our objectives are to 1) preserve the earthwork
forts; 2) interpret the fort sites so that the public understands and appreciates their
significance; 3) conserve the green spaces connecting the sites; and 4) provide
recreational opportunities.

As an urban park, "partnerships and civic engagenment” have, fromthe very begi nni ng,
been critical to the successful managenment of the park. A linnear park surrounded by
many and varied constituencies, working with the |ocal communities is incorporated in
everything we do. The Friends of Peirce MII is a partner organization raising private
funds to restore Peirce MII. A newly-forned partnership, the Friends of Rock Creek's
Envi ronnent (FORCE) is an unbrella organization for a number of communities bordering

t he Rock Creek watershed. W are in the beginning stages of formng a partnership for
the Ft. Circle Parks.

Rock Creek Park has a long tradition of providing a wide range of visitor interpretive
and educational services. |Its location in the nation's capital nakes the park
particularly well suited to provide a large, diverse population with interpretation
opportunities and to serve as an anbassador for the national park idea. The park needs
to have, and our public needs to see, nore rangers so that Rock Creek Park is
identified as a national park in the mnds of the public. Rangers also serve as role
nodel s for the children who will be the future stewards of the park

So that our visitors have a safe and enjoyabl e recreational experience, we envision




upgraded trails, inproved access where environnentally feasible, and rehabilitatation
of visitor contact facilities.

Par k/ Superi nt endent/ Program Manager

%dri enne A. Col eman, Superintendent, Rock Creek Park




Site: ROCR STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Conplete and nmaintain trail systemthat allows visitor access to the park's
natural, historic and recreational opportunities.

Adm ni ster the Fort Circle Parks system

| mpl enent the Fort Circle Parks Managenment Pl an

Enact earthwor ks managenent plan.

Interpret the fort sites so that the public understands and appreciates the
hi storic significance of these sites and how they relate to surroundi ng
conmuni ti es.

Conpl ete and maintain trail and trail connections for the Fort Circle Parks.
Provi de recreational opportunities conpatible with historic and natural
resource val ues.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

ROCR STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Rehabilitate high-priority historic buildings to good condition, and help
comunities to preserve their history through progranms |ike Preserve Anerica.

Continue to restore/rehabilitate historic Peirce MII in partnership with the
Fri ends of Peirce MI1I.
Continue the restoration/rehabilitation of Meridian H Il Park.

Continue the restoration/rehabilitation of the A d Stone House.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Restore native habitats by controlling invasive species and reintroduci ng key
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

Continue to adm nister the park's invasive exotics program Continue to
expand and incorporate volunteer conponent to park's exotics renoval program

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

| mprove the natural resources in parks, as neasured by the vital signs
devel oped under the Natural Resource Chall enge.

Continue to work with the District of Colunbia and surrounding jurisdictions
to reduce/elimnate pollution of Rock Creek from conbined sewer overfl ows,
stormvat er runoff, and other pollution sources.

Conpl ete the park's Deer Managenent Pl an/ElS.

Conpl ete bird study to deternmine inpacts of cell towers on nigratory birds.

Conpl ete tel econmuni cations facilities siting plan.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Conpl ete all cultural resource inventories for designated priority resources.

| nsert Park Text

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site:

ROCR STEWARDSHI P

Set the standard of excellence in urban park | andscape design and nai ntenance.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Continue to inplenent design plans for the Georgetown Waterfront.

Continue to restore Dunbarton Oaks Park as determi ned by conpleted Cul tural
Landscape Report.

Continue to restore Montrose Park as determined by conpleted Cul tural
Landscape Report.

Contnue to restore Meridian Hill Park as deternmined by conpleted Cul tural
Landscape Report.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

RCCR STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no conpelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience remains
untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Potential |and acquisitions to support new trail systemfor Fort Circle
Par ks.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

RCCR STEWARDSHI P

Serve as the Preem nent resource |aboratory by applying excellence in science and
schol arship to understand and respond to environnental changes.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site: ROCR STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Go to classroons to give presentations about the park and the environnent.
Conti nue and expand Juni or Ranger Program

Continue to develop printed naterials about the park.

Continue to use |latest technol ogies (web sites, Podcasts, etc) to pronmote
park and environnent.

Continue to give interpretive tal ks/prograns about park and the environment.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: ROCR ENVI RONVENT

Reduce environmental inpacts of park operations.

Site:

Engage partners, conmunities, and visitors in shared environnmental stewardship.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Reduce park's carbon footprint

Begi n park recycling program

Pur chase only equi pnent that will work on alternate fuels

Al'll new construction will qualify for Leeds cerification.

Al'l office supplies, cleaning supplies and other operational supplies wll
recycled and /or 'green

be

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

ROCR ENVI RONVENT

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Continue to support existing partnerships such as Friends of Rock Creek's
Envi ronnent ( FORCE) .

Pronmot e new partnershi ps by encouragi ng surroundi ng comunities to support
and advocate for the park.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site: ROCR RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anericans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nati onal
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

Create/conplete trail systemfor Fort Crcle Parks.

Maintain trail and trail connections for the Fort Circle Parks.

Conpl ete and nmmi ntain Rock Creek Park trail systemthat allows visitor acces
to the park's natural, historic and recreational opporutnities.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Conpl ete construction of 2.5 acre centerpiece of the 9-acre Georget own
Waterfront Park, which connects four national parks and nore than 225 mies of
par kl and.

| | The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: ROCR RECREATI ON

Expand partnerships with schools and boys and girls associations to show how
nati onal park experiences can inprove children s |ives.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Continue to assist/pronote Bridging the Watershed program

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Site: ROCR EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Construct 2.5 acre certerpiece of the 9-acre CGeorgetown Waterfront Park,
whi ch connects four national parks and nore than 225 niles of parkland.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: ROCR EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their families to national parks by using exciting
medi a and technol ogy.

I ncrease the nunmber of web hits through the introduction of advanced,
interactive features that attract young people to national parks.

Conti nue and expand techol ogi es such as Podcasts, cell phone tours, and wi -
fi-accessible sites.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: ROCR EDUCATI ON

Inpart to every Anerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
parks.

Increase visitors’ satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

| mprove nessagi ng.
Coordinate w city and other destinations to elevate NPS identity.
Link with Cultural Tourism DC

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Site: ROCR PROFESSI ONALI SM

Pronote a safety and health culture for all enployees and visitors.

Reduce the nunber of enployee lost-tinme incidents and serious visitor
injuries by 20 percent.

Continue to involve staff in risk nanagenment program
| nprove nessagi ng

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: ROCR PROFESSI ONALI SM

Model what it means to work in partnership.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Work with surrounding conmunities to create partnership for Fort G rcle Parks
system

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



